Newsletter to Parents

STANFORD MERTHYR INFANTS SCHOOL — Stanford Merthyr

Striving for Excellence

Find us at: Maitland Street, Stanford Merthyr NSW 2327 email: stanmerthi-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
Phone: (02) 4937 1192 Fax: (02) 4936 1178

Week 9 Term 3 13th September 2016

BAKER BAKER FRIDAY Stanford Mgrthyrinfgnts $choo| CANTEEN ROSTER
16th Sept kP Patrick L S0 c We.ad 14th Sept Mel & Sha.ne/./e
K/IH  Annalyse B Fri 16th Sept Tanya & Nikki
/2w Summer & Mon 19h Sept Leigh
M Zalii B Wed 21st Sept Leigh & Millissa
23rd Sept kP Stella F Fri  23rd Sept Kristy & Nikki
K/IH  KyeR Mon 10th Oct
172w Blake H THURSDAY FRUIT BREAK
m Harrison € Thur 15th September Odette Anderson
NO PEANUT PRODUCTS ARE TO BE USED Thurs 22nd September Heather Bianchi

Dear families and friends of Stanford Merthyr Term 3 Fridays Assembly Roster
Infants: THOUGHT F?;_E FORTNIGHT Fri 16th Sep |Public Speaking- Speeches in assembly
. g K-2

Bl i 2 1/2 .
@rmming - @01_”9_ Fri 23rd Sep |1/2W show work
Is a choice that will mean EXCURSION TO HUNTER VALLEY ZOO AT CESSNOCK
The difference between Our Term 4 whole school excursion is o Hunter Valley Zoo
@Cm&[rg or- \Duccess on Friday 4th November. The cost is $21 per child, which
includes entry fee of $12 and bus fare of $9. All children
need to come on the bus. Parents are welcome to join us,
but must pay entry fee of $26:10 at the gate. Permission
notes are now available at the office.

COMBINED SPORTS CARNIVAL WITH NILLO
This year Nillo Infants School hosted our com-

bined sports carnival at Maitland Park. We appre-
Cia"-ed The parenf Supporﬂr and hope you enjoyed EXCURSION TO TOCAL FOR YEAR ONE AND TWO

the day as much as your children. If you have never opened our Facebook page, I really en-

2 T courage you o do so as you will see some amazing photos
of our students taken during this excursion. Thanks to the
technology skills of Miss Humbles, the children truly have

been transported back in time and look as if they were at
school in the 1800's. Click on the pm
b | ; Facebook |
.. hyperlink at
the top of
£ this page.

%

FATHERS DAY BREAKFAST FRIDAY 2ND SEPT
Thank you Mr Ping for barbequing a delicious
breakfast for our fathers and we hope the 25

who attended enjoyed being made to feel special.
P&C sold Father's Day presents at school. Thank
you Kristy and Tanya for organising these lovely
gifts and to Leigh, Nicole, Maria, Kristy, Tanya
and Candice who assisted in wrapping them.



http://www.stanmerthi-p.schools.nsw.edu.au
http://www.facebook.com/stanfordmerthyr

Calendar of Events for Term Three 2016

Thursdays all year

P&C provide fruit & vegetable platters for the children

Every Tuesday from 3rd May

Playgroup for all children birth to 5 years 9:15am-11:00 here at school

Tuesdays all term

Boys Dance and Girls choir practices during lunch times

Tuesday 13th September

Transition program for 2017 Kindergarten students 12:30-1:30pm

Tuesday 13th September

3 Way Parent/ Teacher /Student Interviews for KP

Wednesday 14th September

3 Way Parent/ Teacher/ Student interviews for 1/2W

Monday 19th September

Speeches with Nillo Infants using video broadcasting equipment

Tuesday 20th September

3 Way Parent/ Teacher/ Student interviews for 2M

Wednesday 21st September

3 Way Parent/ Teacher/ Student interviews for K/1H

Thursday 22nd September

Class of the term party

Friday 23rd September

Final day of term- Football Day Tabloid as the fun day event

VIEW A TYPICAL KINDERGARTEN LITERACY LESSON IN ACTION
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Children work with white

Mr Ping models the writing process
to the whole class and establishes a
word bank of useful words related to
the topic, before sending the chil-
dren off to write independently.

After the modelled writing lesson,
the children go to work inde-
pendently to write their own sen-
tences, making use of the word
banks.

Each child works in groups of no boards fo practice their
more than three students to do .

i . sounds and sight words.
guided reading. These groups are o - -
fluid and flexible and children are
constantly moved as they progress.

Other independent activities in-
clude listening to PM readers on
the computer and doing related
activities as well as activities as-
sociated with the listening post.

Then they bring their writing to me
and I help them edit their work and
assist them to continue writing
more. Our Instructional Leader also
works in each classroom on Mondays
and Tuesdays.




CLASS SPEECHES FOR TERM 3
All children have been presenting their prepared 60 second speech about their favourite toy. Two or
three children from each class will be selected to present their speech at our assembly this Friday.

MG CAR RALLY LAST SUNDAY
110 visitors were here last Sunday and enjoyed a delicious lunch of soups, sandwiches, fruit and cakes and
slices. Thank you so much fo everyone who came to help prepare the food and help with the clean up. We
made $1134 profit which will be used to go towards gyprocking the ceiling in the hall.

: ; A R e l

3 WAY INTERVIEW TIMETABLES

Teachers will be conducting 3 Way Interviews again to review the goals that were set in term 1 and to set
new goals for the students to strive for, for the remainder of the year. Mr Ping is holding his interviews
today and Miss Wood is holding her interviews fomorrow. Mrs MacGregor is having her interviews next
Tuesday, 20th September and Miss Humbles will be holding her interviews next Wednesday 21st Sep-
tember. Timetables have already been sent home. If you haven't indicated your preferred time, please
see your class teacher as soon as possible. These interviews are so important to give you a very up o date
progress report on your child and to provide positive feedback to your child.

YEAR TWO FUNDRAISER

On the last day of term. Friday 23rd September, we are having a Footy Day. All children can come to
school wearing their favourite footy jersey or team colours, but wearing school shoes please. It is a gold
coin donation for being out of uniform and proceeds are going to the Year 2 gift.

FOOTY FUN DAY LAST DAY OF TERM
This term our fun day of activities will be a tabloid of football skills and games that children will rotate
around in.

The Partners in Learning parent feedback survey

Our school will also be participating in the Partners in Learning parent survey, another part of the Te//
Them From Me suite of surveys (teacher and parent surveys) on student engagement. The survey asks
parents and carers questions about different factors that are known to impact on student wellbeing and
engagement.

Running this survey will help our school understand parents’ and carers’ perspectives on their child's expe-
rience at school. These include: communication between parents/carers and staff, activities and practices
at home and parent/carer views on the school's support of learning and behaviour. This valuable feedback
will help our school make practical improvements.

I will have computers set up and available in the library and staff room every Monday, Wednesday
and Fridays until the end of term to enable you to complete this survey for me please. It is all mul-
tiple choice and the parents who have already completed it, say it is easy to fill in. Your feedback
will be appreciated very much as it helps me know what things are working here at Stanford Mer-
thyr Infants School as well as giving the staff information as to what things we can improve in.

More information about the survey is available at:
http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents
I wish you all a safe and happy holiday.

Anne Carr Principal


http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING FOCUS FOR THE NEXT FORTNIGHT.

" WEEK 9: Children will be reminded about where they can play, where they need to be af-
ter the bells goes and how they are to line up. No child is to be in a classroom unless a
teacher is present. Children will be rewarded with Stan and Merthi tickets for following
this PBL expectation.

This week the fOCuUuSs is to:

Right time,
right place

Week 10: Children will be reminded about keeping their hands and feet to themselves. Teachers will
explain what this means to all children. Children will be rewarded with Stan and Merthi tickets for fol-
lowing this PBL expectation.

ThiS week the focus IS tO:
Be Safe

Safe hands and
feet

o/
@

I am thrilled at how all children have responded so positively and there has been a big improvement with
children walking on all hard surfaces around the school. Please reinforce these expectations, by talking
about them with your child.



ENJOY YEAR TWO’S STORIES. Stella Luna by Charlotte
In the untouched forest of America lived a newborn female bat and her siblings. Her name is Stella Luna. She
may have been the weakest and may be the runt of the litter but when she grows up she will become a legend.
When dusk occurred, the predators came out to play. The wolves howled, the owls flew silently on the cool night
air.
That same night Stella Luna left the tree hole but what she didn’t know was that she was being stalked by the
best owl in the forest, Scar. An easy meal, thought Scar. He flew down silently and Stella Luna’s mum shouted,
“QUICK COME BACK IN THE HOLE!” But Stella Luna wouldn't listen to her mother.
“It's ok Mummy, I'm fine,” she said, as Scar snatched Stella Luna up and brought her to his mate and their newly
hatched chicks. Just when she was about to become dinner she broke free and Scar grumped in surprise.
“No it’s not possible for just a baby bat to break free from owl’s claws,” cried Scar. An hour later he was still com-
plaining in his stuffed up head.
Stella Luna asked herself, “How did | do that? Well lucky for me.”
When she entered Yellowstone, she heard a limping, bleeding wolf pup howling and when she saw the wolf pup
she flew down and asked, “Are you ok? What’s your name?
The young wolf replied, “| was attacked by a vicious wolf pack. My pack fought back but the intruders were too
strong. All | have left are memories. My name is Sky (sigh), that’s a memory.”
“Aw, it's ok. | can bring you some fruit if you want to try it, Sky,” said Stella Luna.
“Yes please, | am starving. What's your name?” she asked.
“I'm Stella Luna. Nice to meet you Sky,” said Stella Luna.
But what Sky doesn’t know is that her mother is still alive and searching for her.
“Mm, this fruit is delicious, thanks for giving me some food. You know what? Stella Luna you're a great friend!”
“Thanks, Sky.”
Stella Luna’s mum is also looking for her and both of their mums are worried sick.
“Hello, Sweetie? Where are you? Come to me baby,” cried Stella Luna’s Mum. But there was no answer. She
began to worry about the fact that she may be dead!
“We need to get out of here. | see a very angry looking pack and its coming this way!” Stella cried.
“Can you have a look at the alpha please?” Sky asked.
Stella Luna said, “Yes. He has a scar over his eye and his fur is black with dark red eyes.”
“It's the same pack! RUN!!"” shouted Sky.
They ran as fast as they possibly could but the stranger wolves were close behind.
The alpha wolf, Ghost got to the ridge where they had been and he sniffed. “I smell that little pup of Luck’s,” sniff
“and a little bat who has been attacked by an owl. Shadow, Storm go, find them and bring them to me. | have
something | need to do with these little rascals. Hahahahaha hahaha!!!!” he laughed.
Shadow/Storm, “Yes sir.”
They went tracking their scent and paw prints but on the way a female wolf suddenly attacked them. It was Sky’s
mother and within a few scratches and bites they were limping and whining like pups, back to Ghost.
“Sir, we were attacked and we were not able to get the pup or the young bat,” said Shadow, hanging his head.
“Yes, sirit’s true,” agreed Storm. “| think it was the pup’s mother.”
“No, they can’t keep escaping like this. Snyder will not get away with this. Jupiter, Eclipse, come with me. It’s
time to finish the job. Hahahaha!” Ghost chuckled.
Ghost’s pack have captured and killed many! His pack is the most feared in Yellowstone and the most danger-
ous. If anyone didn’t listen to them they would be executed!
Stella Luna and Sky stopped behind a bush, with blood on it, to hide their scent. But Synder has the best nose in
Yellowstone. When she poked her head in the bush she saw Sky and Stella Luna looking very scared. She cried
in surprise, “Sky? It's me. It's you're Mummy.”
“Mum. | thought I'd never see you again. This is my friend Stella Luna. She brought me food and stayed with
me,” replied Sky.
“Hi, Stella Luna,” Snyder said happily.
“Hi nice to meet you,” she said excitedly.
Meanwhile the wolves were still tracking them. “Come on their not far,” called Ghost.
“Wait,” cried Jupiter. “| can smell S-S-Synder. Synder must have found them!”
“I'll call Sunburn, Blizzard, Snow Storm and Whirl Wind,” replied Eclipse.
“Good idea, Eclipse!” said Ghost.
“*‘HHHHHHHOOOOOOOUUUUUUULLLLLLL!"! howled Eclipse.
“Ow! My ears!!!” cried Jupiter.
When the pack got there they crouched down and slowly crept towards the three. Suddenly, they ran out of the
bush and ran towards the canyon.
“‘Well that didn’t go according to plan!” howled Blizzard.
“Aw, you dumb wolves. After them!” screech Ghost.
“Yes, Sir Ghost,” the wolves replied all together.
“I think we might make it,” said Synder. “Oh! No! Not Chaotic Canyon!”
“‘We have to jump!” said Sky.



The two walked back then ran up to the canyon and pushed off from the ground with their back legs and in a se-
cond they were air born!

“We made it, we actually made it!” exclaimed Synder excitedly.

“l don’t think it's over,” said Stella Luna.

“Yes, don't think it's over because it's not. Ha-ha!” laughed Ghost.

Ghost and his pack did the same, but before they leapt Synder, Stella Luna and Sky were already on the run!
Years passed, bones stretched and Stella Luna still had not found her mother. After losing her mother, she’'d
been on her own, found Sky and then Sky’s mother. She’d grown up too but still she hadn’t found her mum but
now there’s a chance!

“This time there’s no turning back,” growled Ghost. “This time we fight to the death and this time we will use our
full strength. Now charge!”

But with Sky’s mate, Phoenix and her pack they beat off the attack.

As alpha, she has many mouths to feed, many pups to raise and to protect. She also needs to make sure the
runt, Crystal, is not being bullied. As a former runt she knows that the runt of the litter always gets pushed around
and goes to the bottom of the pecking order. Which means whoever the runt is they will start out weak but turn
into a hero!

Jhud! ghud! What's that noisy sound? U peeked over the bushes and there wexe 20 boys telling a story in a dance. gfhe dance was about a boy
who ot eaten up bg a cxocodile, because he was tleaf in the eax. cNow t/ze# aze ,ola#ing the didgeticloo.

Gne of the bogb said, “opo You want to dance?”

"Well, yeah but only if U get painted with ochre like you.”

Gk follow me, this i3 called §hake a ofeg. ”

“Why axe we doing this?”

‘Bo we can warn people in the future, about the ctocodile and a little boy who got eaten up because he went fishing on his own. Yfou can act the
pact of the little boy and U will be the cxocodile.”

8o he painted me in ochre and we danced away until it got late.

The Foxes Who-Lived A Legend, by Andirew
“Sailors!” howled the brave fox, noumed Scarlet, to-wawrn the rest of the island. Thew she
rowv to-the volcano, to-warn the mighty eagle about the inwasion. She stayed in his lair,
while the eagle swooped the enemy to-see their position.
Owthe other side of the island appeared the trappers. Though Scarlet didwt realise but
Wawve; the fox onthe const of the island,, did. Wave howled as louwd as he could, to-get
Scawlet. He wondered if Scawlet would ever come.
Scawlet didnw't know what to-do- It's not like she could be in two-places at once. However,
she knew that the mighty eagle would handle it. So-she row as fast as she could because
Wave was move important. Perhapys the sailovs could help the two-foxes.
“Awwwoovoo”, howled the fearsome Wave, as he got hit by a tranquillizer dart. Scarlet
knew something was wrong. .....to- be continumed.

J‘/me OBad ﬁjc[e 6‘5{ 0’4[&-/’1/1-:1/1
Gn the way home ffrrom school our car started acting

l By Meara Pr‘]nce Charming stzangely. U jumped up and down. Suddenly the cax put a
hole in the xoad. cfhe front of the car was in the zoad,
with the back still out. cJhe car was face down.

One day a prince came along and he was in a carriage.
“Quick, we have to ﬁnd a way out of heze. jiﬁten., kids Vim
He locked at me and said, “I hope you find your prince like in a fairy tale.” going to xing your mother to get us out of here.” said dad.
. . \ “ Dad did bri d with , " Said Jilly.
I said to him, “Would you like to come to my place please. So we can play a game.” pad didgou bring any food with gou.” Gatd Jilly
‘Really? Do you think U brought any food with me?”

“Yes | would love to” said the prince. “Are we playing tag” the prince asked me. Pad said back.

watl, look here comes d{um Q think she is 'cin.gin.g the

“| have never played this game before” said the prince. “Yes we are playing tag it will be fun police. finally we axe out”.

I will teach you” | said. So we both went to my house to play tag and it was a lot of fun. ey mum did you bring any food with you?”

When we finished playing tag the prince asked me if 1 would like to go to his palace. ‘Jhat’s what they have been asking me all day.”

“Well you will have to wait until we get home. Now we e

“Yes Iwould,” | said to him. “l would love to go to your palace.” home have a shower and get into bed. You'ze going

. . without tea, now go to sleep. cJhe lig/t.tb are going out. See
At the palace it is very boring so I went home at the end of the day. you in the morning. fletually, stay up and pack your bag

fore school. Good night. “



AUTHOR VISIT- JESS BLACK COMING TO OUR SCHOOL 18TH OCTOBER
I would like to thank Karen Bruce from Kurri Kurri Library for arranging for Chil-
dren's author, Jess Black to come to our school to talk to the students about her
books. The following are available for purchase through the school office.

Please Note: Money and Order Forms to be returned by Friday 23rd September

Jess Black school visit — Tuesday 18™ October
The following books are available for sale and signing— Pre-orders
are preferred as titles cannot be guaranteed — payment is due on
the day of the visit (cash only).

DAVID WARNER

wan ) S BLACK, muverates b JULES FABER

TITLE PRICE r:a"lx, TOTAL
Moon Dance (hardcover) 3-7 years $20.00 $
Eve and the Runaway Unicorn $15.00 $
(Keeper of the Crystals series) 2 for $25
7-10 years
Eve and the Last Dragon $15.00 $
(Keeper of the Crystals series) 2 for $25
7-10 years
Playing Up $15.00 $
(Kaboom Kid series) (2 for $25)
(9-12 years)
Hit for Six $15.00 $
(Kaboom Kid series) (2 for $25)
(9-12 years)
Home and Away $15.00 $
(Kaboom Kids series) (2 for $25)
(9-12 years)
TOTALS

Cessnock City
jt L|bra ary




JESS BLACK

CHILDREN’S AUTHOR

A FREE CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP FOR
CHILDREN AGED 8-13 YEARS

TUESDAY 18TH OCTOBER
KURRI KURRI LIBRARY 4PM TO 5PM
BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL AND PLACES ARE
STRICTLY LIMITED

Jess is passionate about storytelling and encouraging kids
to read and write creatively. She enjoys interacting with children
and helping them to understand the creative process. She uses

examples from her own craft of narrative to connect with kids
about their own writing.

@ Kurri Kurri Library

Books are available for optional purchase for signing by pre-order.
Please ask for an order form.
Bookings start on Tuesday 4th October

KURRI KURRI
Ph 4937 1638

Kurri Kurri Branch Library o
Cnr Lang and Allworth Streets 1 Omwmzoox 0_._.<

Library

Start here,
karen.bruce@cessnock.nsw.gov.au go anywhore...

Creative Writing Workshop 18th October 2016

brary

ies @ Your Li

iv

iday Act

Hol

Spring Holiday Activities @ your library
Places limited, pre-booking at the library essential.

Circus Workshop - ages 5+

Monday September 26 Cessnock Library 2.00 - 3.00 $3.00

Wednesday September 28 Kurri Kurri Library 1.00-2.00 $3.00

Make and decorate your very own hula hoop and set of juggling balls, then test your skills — can you hula
hoop and juggle at the same time?

Kids Code! - ages 9+

Tuesday September 27 Kurri Kurri Library 5.00 — 6.30 FREE

Tuesday October 4 Cessnock Library 5.00 —6.30 FREE

This hands on introductory workshop teaches kids fundamental programming concepts using Scratch to
create games and animations — YOU WILL NEED YOUR OWN EMAIL ADDRESS TO DO THIS WORKSHOP.

Wii & Board Games —ages 7+

Wednesday September 28 Kurri Kurri Library 3.00 - 5.00 FREE
Friday September 30 Cessnock Library 10.00 12.00 FREE
Test your gaming skills — battle it out on the Wii or the Monopoly board!

The Waste Wrappers Show - ages 5-12

Thursday September 29 Cessnock Library 10.30 - 11.00 FREE

Thursday September 29 Kurri Kurri Library 1.00-1.30 FREE

A fun, interactive and educational performance by local theatre troupe Ship o Fools around the importance of
recycling and avoiding waste.

Paper Planes - Film & Craft - ages 5-12

Friday September 30 Cessnock Library 2.00 - 4.00 FREE

Wednesday October 5 Kurri Kurri Library 2.00 - 4.00 FREE

Come along and enjoy a movie at the library, followed by paper plane making and testing session.

JD Howlett Magic Show - all ages

Thursday October 6 Kurri Kurri Library 10.00—-10.40 $5.00

Thursday October 6 Cessnock Library 1.00 - 1.40 $5.00

Be amazed as JD weaves his magic in this fun-filled show with lots of surprises, laughs and audience
participation!

Bob Turner Wildlife Show - ages 5-12

Friday October 7 Kurri Kurri Library 11.00-12.00 $5.00

Friday October 7 Cessnock Library 1.00 -2.00 $5.00

Bob Turner is bringing his wildlife friends in for an educational and entertaining library visit ~ there’s a
chance to get up close and personal with them — if you dare!

Spring Storytime - ages 2-6

Tuesday September 27 Cessnock Library 10.00 - 10.45 FREE

Wednesday September 28 Kurri Kurri Library 10.00-10.45 FREE

Stories, songs and craft celebrating the joy of spring ~ decorate and take home your own Very Hungry
Caterpillar.

Slithering Snakes and Snapping Crocs Storytime - ages 2-6

Tuesday October 4 Cessnock Library 10.00-10.45 FREE

Wednesday October 5 Kurri Kurri Library 10.00-10.45 FREE

Stories and songs about reptiles, followed by make-your-own playdough slithering snakes

Please ring Cessnock Library 49 934399 or Kurri Kurri Library 49 371638 to enquire.
Sandy Ryan

Childrens Services Officer

49 934384

Email: Sandra.Ryan@cessnock.nsw.gov.au
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THESE CHILDREN WHO HAVE CELEBRATED !

4

R S IDENT ACH

Eli G
Lilym

26th August
2nd September

At the assembly on Friday the 2nd September 2016, these children all received awards.
Congratulations !!

KP

K/MH

112W

2M

Grace M

Fantastic Effort in Writing

Kye R
Working hard in all Areas.

Working hard to achieve writing

Lacey S

goals.

Monique H

Excellent Reading Group

Work.

Lilliarna M

Persistence

Persistence

Isabella H

Persistence

Jason D

Persistence

Samuel B

Xavier L

Quality 5 Bookwork

Quality 5 Bookwork

Charlotte P

Quality 5 Bookwork

Ella G

Quality 5 Bookwork

Tayah Mc

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING AWARDS

Be Safe ~ Walking on
Hard Surfaces

Patrick L

Be Safe ~ Walking on
Hard Surfaces

Taylah H

Be Safe ~ Walking on
Hard Surfaces

Zahlia W

Be Safe ~ Walking on
Hard Surfaces

Connor L

\

D

’r

Samuel B
Double Bronze (100 nights reading)
Stella F, Malachi, Jade C

Jayda S, Erin H, Blake H

Double Gold (150 nights reading)

Bronze (25 nights reading)

Gold (75 nights reading)

Royal (200 nights reading)

Taylor W

Double Royal (250 nights reading)

PRINCIPALS AWARD

(Collecting 5 Awards)
Kailie W

Excellence (300 nights reading)

STAR STUDENT AWARD

(Collecting 5 Principal’s Awards)

Denika H

%5

/




